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A Warning for Dancer
ofthe Strenuous Tgpe
—Crinoline or Sym-
metricals? Miss
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Girls |

Vork Chorus
Come From.

S8AD Incident of the theatrical
week—and one which seems to
sound a warning to stage dancers

of the strenuous style—was the death of
Mstelle Moyer, one of the dancing girls
at Weber & Fields's. It appears that
she Is the second of the Moyer sisters
to pay the fatal cost of excessive
dancing.

In view of this, it seems time that
dancers of this class pause to ponder
the danger they are counting.

The fearful exertion whioh such danc-
ers undergo is ohvious even to the cas-
ual amusement-seeker who watches their
performances with simply an eyve to
the pleasure the exhibition affords.

Take, for instance, Bessie Clayton, the
,Weber & Flelds danseuse, who is easily
¢the best exponent of the athletic form
of dancing. Every timc she appears she
betrays the dreadful straln she is under.
At the end of her dance she is a panting,
pitiable object. There is mute appeal,
rather than pleased appreciation, at the
spplause which always follows her re-
manrkable exhibition of graceful agility.
She fghts against an encore as though
it were the plague. The most greedy of
sudiences appear to recognize the ardu-
ous labor involved in her act and com-
passionately excusa her from repetition.

At a recent performance a hardened
theatregoer turned his head as Miss
Clayton began her dance.

“What's the matter, don't you like
her dan 7"" he was asked,

“I think {t the moot wonderful danc-
tng I have ever seen,' he replied. ''But
T hate to look at her, because what she
goes through strikes me as downright
eruelty.”

Frequently, at the mualc hall, one
fwears stories of Miss Clayton utterly
oollapsing after her trying dance, These
gtories may or may not be true. But,
- to her complete exhaustion, this fact

# potent to even those whose knowledge
does not extend over the footlights.

Ponnte Maginn was untll recently an-
other of the Weberfleld forces who
@anced unt{l she was ready to drop, and
wrhen she retired from the company the
management {tself gave out the state-
ment that her withdrawal was due to
{liness resulting from violent dancing.

Ih other theatres It {s not uncommon
to see women dancers of the strenuous

- @chool stagger off the stage and fall

Blindly against the wall,in the wings.
Such sights as these and the death
@ Miss Moyer naturally suggest the

*‘Does athletic dancing Involve

Dr. Cyrus Edson, to whom this ques-
tion was put, answered emphatically in
the affirmative.

“It is not only dangerous, but it ls
almest certain death, If persisted in,"
#ald he. ‘‘There Is not one woman ‘In
& thousand whom it s not sure to kill
in time. How Jong a time? Five years,
] should eny. I fix the ratlo at one In
& thousand, for the reason that about
one person in A thousand has perfect
health and a normal heart. This ig ad-
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;| What a whirling revel would be a crin-
| olined French ball of to-day!
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of doing this. But very few persons are
ldessed with such a heart. The chances
are it i{s weakened from one cause or,
another. And when thls is true, It {3
bound to break down under the supreme
test.

I was at a theatre one night when
T fully expectad to see a voung woman—
—one of the Four Cohans—drop dead.
3he had performed one of those {ntense-
Iy vinlent dances, and when she was
brought back by the applause she so well
deserved her face was a blulsh purple,
When exertion brings a person to that
stage it Is time to look for the worst,

“I noticed by the newspaper reports
that Miss Moyer's death was ascribed
to what Is called ‘afhletic heart.' That
could scarcely be the case, An ath-
letlc heart is not in [tself dangerous,
no more so, in fact, than the muscular
development of any other part of the
body is to be consldered dangerous, What
Miss Moyer probably dled of was a di-
lated heart—granting, of course, it was
a derangement of the heart which
brought about her death.

‘“There Is no question,”” pursued Dr.
Edson, ‘“that the strenuous style of
dancing now so common on the stage
should be discouraged., It is simply one
way of a woman killing herself. It
she has rheumatic affection or any of
the other many ills which have a direct
though sometimes almost lmpercepume
Influence on the heart she mmply takes
her life in her hands. Indigestion Is
one thing which i{s a serlous menaoce to
the heart of the dancer, and late sup-
pers and irregular habits, which of

neceseity are a penalty of a stage per-
former's life, are calculated to lead to

dyspepsia,
“Not only dancers, but New York ped-

ple generally, seem to be going the pace
that kills,"” snld Dr. Bdson, “New York
has grown to be llke a great lunatic
asylum. Hverybady appears to bhe rush-
1n.. along trying to outetrip the other
fellow. We aro all llving too fast i\
this @great, hurly-burly metropalis.
Dancers are' not 'the only people whose
condition demands a rest.
L g .
“Thaw, dear, but not to
everybody—that would be too
much like sloppy weather.”
—“The Girl with the Green Eyes.”
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CRINOLINE WORSE THAN TIGHTS.

From an orchestra chalr point of view
at “When Johnny Comes Marcaing
Home" 1t would strike the average ob-
server that the girl in crinoline is more
of a revelation than the girl in tights.
fhe 1s certainly doing a great deal these
days and nights toward developing the
gutta percha qualities of the necks at
the New York Theatre.

There is nothing in the scors or book
of the Btange-Edwards civil-war-time
plece which causes such delight and
merriment as the capriclous actions of
those swelling, tilting, refractory hoop-
skirts, This is especlally true when
their fair wearers Indulge in waltzing.

Little wonder dancing was so dear to|'

the soldler heart In the early sixties,

But to get back to the quaintly rigged
e the old-fashioned *‘Johnny

w.COLLIER
IN CTHE

STICKINESS
OF GLELATINE

-hat's what “The Stickiness of Gelatine is for.

ONE goes to Weber & Fields' these days to be slzed up.

-

It enables the

mad wags of the Weberfield troupe to gather carelessly at the rail
of the S.S. Pneumonia and “rubber” diligent]y at the audience.

It's rather iInteresting to be the man overboard.

Just take the trouble

to imagine yourself a lobster, my dear sir, and you can unflinchingly endure
the corkscrew scrutiny of the sophisticated Collier, or the lambent gaze of

the adorable Templeton.

It must be interesting for the players, too, to take passage on a craft
that ploughs through a sea of faces. Weberfield audiences are such artless
things, you know. Taoere isn't a particle of self-consciousness about them,

They are mostly shirtfront and broad grin.

erinoline, listen to what one of rthe
hoop-skirt girls has to say:

“I would much rather wear tights than
hoop-skirts,”” confessed pretty Maul
Lambert, with a becoming blush. *'Thesa
things,"” with a half-way-rounl gzlonce
at her bulging apparel, “Keep 1 girl in
a constant state of egibarrossment.
Every time 1 come out an the stage I
find myself wishing that the audience
was all in the balcony and gallery, Ir's
perfectly dreadful to Jana2e in this bal-
loon-like affair and hear tha people on
the lower floor laugning at the exhi-
bitlon a girl is compellad 1o nrike of
herself. It makss e feo! sorry for
myself. We don't mind showing the
tottom of our pantalettes—it is intended
that we should—but when the hoop-skirt
takes things into its nwn hanls,
can't tell. when or where it Is goinz
to stop. All we can judge hy, we
swing aroupd In the danz2, 18 (he mer-
riment of the people out in front. And
the men—the brutes!—ara 1ha ones who
seem to get the most fun s>ut of our
helpless dilemma.

‘“Do 1 find tights less embarrassing?
Infinitely less. I've worn both and can
speak from experlence. After the first
shock of appearing In tights, embar-
rassment disappears. A woman in
tights no longer attracts any particular
attention. All ghe has to do is to learn
how to walk in them. Once she ac-
customs herself to taking rather long
strides she has solved the art of feel-
ing and looking at home {n them, But
hoop-skirts are a constant source of
worry and surprise, One never knows
what the pesky thing may be up to. At
first when you have succeeded In keep-
ing your knees from knocking against it
by taking short, mincing steps you con-
gratulate yourself that you have It under
perfect control. But the minute your
back Is turned, so to epeak, It's apt
to bo up to some new and wholly un-
suspected trick. You're obliged to be
constantly on your guard against

brushln¢ against anybody or anything,
for the mxncn touch Is likely to send
it careening to one side !lke a ship
in a storm,

“One of the most diMoult things to do
in & hoop-skirt is lu make a4 curtsey.
You can't bow ilike u might In tights
or ordinary skirts, use If you did
tho infernal thing would tlp up behind
in most distressing fashion, ou_must
sink down llke a parunlly inflated bal.
loon and then rise llke a kite. It's the
up-again part that's the hardest

You'd be surprised to know
to & hoop-skirt.

w

as

fetuu-

the lucuon there s
When you start to rise you feel as If
you were bringing part of the stage wl!h

you, But worst and most trying of all
the erinoline girl's troubles i her reall.
sation of the audience’'s constant In-
clination to ‘rubber.’

,:“ find foroot: women
give and forgive,”
—“The Girl with tm Green Eyes.”

creature than the flighty
Broadway
chorus girl

remarked a
disconsolate

A photograph gnapped from

A WEBERFIELD TOPSYTURVYISM.

And then the rall of the Pnenmomnia affords the diverting \Waber
fine opportunity to count up the house without catching cold in his eye
from the draught through a peephole.
yourself that the players are intent on ncthing
and |
you will dete 't the sp-wul:nl\'u‘i

| the stage would be a priceless study in biped relaxation.
]
!

Oh, you may fiatter
it you
In justice to small Mr,

counting np cf

As A
ghing

manager,
went s

from his office one day th's week.

A
been

before,
with

moment
greeted
how arve you?"
on the desk
tremor: I feel
Then,
the

a

and

manager if he

when the girl

had

careless “"Hello!

she drummed nervously
answered
as If I could scream.”
in low, pleading tones, she asked
wouldn't

with a

take her

back into his company.

“I'll think about it,”

he answered. ‘I

guess I had better keep you on probation

a littie longer."

“That girl,"”
she had gone,
rus girl ‘tramps.’

explained the oracle when
‘“Is one of a class of
There are about

cno-
i

dozen of them who are consiantly mak-
ing the rounds of the theatres and who
have been In the chorus of every Broad-

way production

already

this season.

You couldn't drive them out of town;

yet they
on

one,

to u good position

haven't sense cuough to hang

when they get

“The trouble with them is they can't

stand prosperity,
them, The first
punctual, attentlve
Then they

per and coming late to rehearsals,
stage

rimands from the

The ‘Johnnles'
week
and
commence golng out to sup-

spoil
8o they are
hard-working.

or

Rep-
manager are

treated with lofty disdain, and It's only

a question of time when dismissal
They stralghtway take themselves
theatre and usually succeed

lows,
to another

In getting a new engagement,

fol-

for they

are clever, and know the different pro-

ductions so well
without any trouble.
the same

that they

happy-go-lucky

can fit In
They go througn
experience

there, and before long they are back to

me, abjectly penitent

and willing to

promise all sorts of obedience if I will
only give them another chance.”
“Where do most of the chorus girls

come from originally?’

asked,

“From tha countiry mw:
“Very fow of them are city bred.

greater proportion of
safe to say,
in eountry hotels,

the oracle was

' he replied,
The

them, It's pretty

were once dlnlnx-luum giris

e ——
Broadway Favorltes.
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LONE NEW PLAY, TWO COMIC OPERAS

but the broadening of your grin, but pizness iss piznegs, mein friendt,
watch the Fraulein Krank closely
managerial eye in the act of forecasting the box-office returns,
Weber let it
enough to count up the house without ceasing to be funny.
a Weberfield house can’t be the diemallest task in the world,
KATE

be confessed

that he is artist
But, then,

CAREW.

Mid-scason theatricals will take a
fresh spur next week,
duction new to New York will claim at-

tention,

Dramatie interest will center in the re- |
rturn of Mrs,

Monday
engage-

Langtry, who on
mMght will begin a three weoks'
meng at the Garrick.
will be *“The Cross-Ways," written by
herself and her leading man, J, Hactley
Manners. Democratic Amerleans are
given assurance that on Dec. 8 at the
Imperial Theatre, London, the play was
presented before the King and Queen
and a select audlence o6f the nobllity,
and that at the end of the third act
Mrs. Langtry was summoned to the
royal box and complimented for her act-
ing and her share In the authorship of
the plece. “The Cross-Ways' tells the
story of a Duchess who marries a man
much older than herself. 1is jeolousy
and her plan of curing and punishing
alm lead to various entanglements which
are stralghtened out.in the end. Mrs,
Langtry will be supported by her lLon-

don company. .
.

Opportunity to hear how George Ade's
humor sounds when spoken anl sung
on the stage will be afforded Monday
night, when the slang expert's muslical
satire, “The Sultan of Sulu,” will have
#ts metropolitan Introduction at Wal-
lack’'s. Special attention s promised in
@ comely chorus whose members are

sald to have never suffered tae blight
of HBroadway.

The story hinges on the American ox-
pedition to the Philippines, and the
““benevolent assimilation” of the Sultan

when threa Wn-]

Her opening play

| revived at the Murray HilL with ll-ln\
v lluum-ll\, as Deacon Tidd
“laost River." Joseph Arthur's sensa
| tional play, will be at the Star

Andrew .\Inn'k. In "Tom Moore,™”
be the attractlon at tae West End
Lheatre

“The Siiver King™ 1s to be revived at
the American

“The Power of the Cross’® will be pro-
duced at the Third Avenue.

“Alphonse and Gastor™ will be 4 new
miis ml farce nt the Metropolis,

‘The Tiger l,mr~' will bloom In bar
lesque at the Dewe
Grand (llu'rn Bills,

The feature of the week at the Metrn
politan Opera House will he the per-
formance by the Grau Company on
Wednesday evening of “Die Walkure
At that téme Mme. Noraka will make
her reappearance ss a member of the

troduction
The Carter de

the bill at Pastor’
formance will be giv
ay

Proctor's theatres:
a war drama, will
urate procuction at
Valerle Bergere and
lle's First Love" will
the Twenty-third
?l at the Fifiy-el

Garrett O Magh,'
cott's successes, will
lein. '“The Holly Tre
principal play at the

Marshnlli P
Bennett

“Blue Heard
please the children at

and his harem by the Invading forces
The company is headed Dby Frank
Moutan and Maude Lilllan Berri, |

First-nighters  will find n nuzl\.'e
satirized in *“The Billlonaire.” another!
musical farce I»)' Harry B \r.m’n and |
Gustave Kerker. which beglng an nn-[
gagement at Daly's Monday n.;.h! The
principal vhumnln—rnn of an Amerl-
can who has “money to burn”—wiil be'
taken by Jerome 8ykes, of i-\xx)l
quiller' fame. One of the scenes will

show the lobby and auditoriom of a Ne
York theatre, and it Ig hero that ¢
sage and  self-sufMcient fArst-nigh
wiil find himself saylng and doing "m'
things which make him a ripe subject
for satire, |
The east Includes Mayv Robson, Nellle!
Follis. Sallle Fisher, Jullus Stexer and a
number of other well-known rmr-rnm-l
ers

E. H, Sothern's four weeks' engage
ment {n “Hamlet”" wHl open at 'hp
Garden Theatre on Tgesdav evening. |
Mr Sothern's guccess in the role two
years ago is still fresh In mind. His,
return will hiave a new lntrrmt In thei

w!

debut In this olty of Miss Ceclila Loftus 'HERALD. |

aa Ophelin, 3 5
8. Wilara wln g0 to the Harlem

E.
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